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Las Fallas: Fiery & Festive Fun

One of Spain’s most exciting festivals is Las Fallas. Las Fallas is a five-day event and it
takes over the entire city of Valencia each spring. It has everything a tourist could ask for—
art, music, fine food, fireworks— and even fire! Of course, if you prefer peace and quiet, Las
Fallas may not be your cup of tea. However, you won’t want to miss it if you like to feel the
heat on holiday.

On March 15, the first day of the festival, neighborhoods get busy assembling paper-
mache puppets, or “fallas.” They are publicly displayed over the following three days and
burned on the last. Before that, a competition is held on March 16 to choose the best falla.
The winner will escape being burned and be exhibited at the Fallero Museum instead. The
next day, women and girls dressed in elegant silk gowns, gather at the Plaza del
Ayuntamiento to take part in a pageant. The pageant will decide who will be that year’s
Fallas Queen.

On March 17, locals also head to the Plaza de la Virgen to offer flowers at the statue of
Valencia’s patron saint. Over a thousand flowers are laid out at the feet of the fifteen-meter-
tall figure, forming a huge cape behind it, and filling the air with the smell of spring.
Magnificent fireworks light up the night sky at 1:30 a.m. the next morning, while the
evening of March 18 is reserved for a huge parade complete with floats, street performers,
and musicians.

All these events lead up to the big final one, known as “la crema”, held on the last
evening. That’s when all the fallas, except the winning one, are set on fire. It’s certainly quite
an experience to see these pretty puppets reduced to ashes, and though doing so in the middle
of the city may seem dangerous, firefighters are always on hand to ensure safety.

Besides these exciting activities, there are also neighborhood street parties where you
can get your fill of music, firecrackers, and tasty paella each day. So, don’t miss out on all

the flames, food, and fun!
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Vocabulary
assemble [v.] 4H%E elegant [adj.] SHERY  (EHEHY gown [n.] ZFH 1Sk
cape [n.] 3Z/E : A : 2% magnificent [adj.] FR4FHY ¢ LEERY  reserve [v.] (R
ash [n.] FK 5 PRk ensure [v.] TR 5 PRag patron [n.] EBI&
firecracker [n.] J&77 ; #E/E
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All Smiles at MassKara

In Bacolod, a city in the Philippines, a yearly festival brightens everyone’s faces every
October. Known as MassKara or the “Festival of Smiles,” it takes its name from the joyful
masks worn by locals. Because of this festival and the friendliness of the people of Bacolod,

the latter has also earned the nickname, “City of Smiles.”

The MassKara Festival is an event featuring a parade with floats, giant puppets, and
people wearing colorful costumes and masks with iconic smiles. The celebration includes a
street party as well with live music, a street dance competition, and a beauty pageant.
Naturally, there’s also a lot of delectable cuisine, such as “piaya”, a sweet flatbread, and

“barquillos™, akin to eggroll biscuits.

Surprisingly, the MassKara Festival is a relatively recent addition, having begun in the
1980s. At the time, Bacolod was fighting economic challenges, and salt was added to the
wound when many locals lost their lives in a tragic ferry accident. The MassKara Festival
was conceived to boost the city’s morale and inspire smiles. Today, it symbolizes Bacolod’s

resilience in overcoming adversity.

While the MassKara Festival is a blast, be sure not to overlook Bacolod’s other
attractions. The Negros Museum displays local art and culture through antique furniture and
artifacts. You can also explore the Ruins, which are the remnants of a beautiful house built in
the early 1900s by a wealthy sugar baron in memory of his wife. Finally, if you’re looking
for an escape from the city, make your way to the white sandy beaches and crystal-clear
water of nearby Lakawon Island. With this beautiful blend of nature, culture, and delicious

food, the City of Smiles can put a smile on any visitor’s face!
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Vocabulary

latter [n.] &%
biscuit [n.] BfEZ ;

float [n.] fCEL
SECHIA/INEH B ferry [n.] JEER S
overlook [v.] 21 ; ZH&
blend [n.] JEEY)
morale [n.] %

artifact [n.] A T&8LE > FT.
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T
explore [v.] &
conceive [v.] 248
blast [n.] MEERIKES

dh remnant [n.] %8k (#57)

competition [n.]

overcome [v.] TEAR
escape [n.] #kiF
Hi boost [v.] 3= 5 fes > & 5 HEH)

antique [adj.] IHY  drEsHY




